MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE POLICY, FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
HELD AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES, BUSHLOE HOUSE, STATION ROAD, WIGSTON
LEICESTERSHIRE, LE18 2DR ON TUESDAY, 15 NOVEMBER 2022
COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM

PRESENT

M H Charlesworth Chair
Dr I K Ridley Vice-Chair

COUNCILLORS
Meeting ID: 2453

N Alam

L A Bentley

G A Boulter

J W Boyce

Mrs L M Broadley

F S Broadley

Mrs H E Darling JP

F S Ghattoraya

Mrs S Z Haq

K J Loydall

D W Loydall

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE

S J Ball Legal & Democratic Services Manager / Deputy Monitoring Officer
T Bingham Strategic Director / Section 151 Officer

J Carr Planning Policy and Development Manager

A E Court Chief Executive / Head of Paid Service

P Fisher Strategic Director

D M Gill Head of Law & Democracy / Monitoring Officer
T Gwam Interim Head of Finance / Section 151 Officer
J Owst Revenues & Benefits Manager

37. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Councillors D A Gamble, Miss P V Joshi, ]
Kaufman, Mrs L Kaufman and Mrs S B Morris.

38. APPOINTMENT OF SUBSTITUTES

Councillor F S Ghattoraya substituted for Councillor Miss P V Joshi.

39. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

40. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

By affirmation of the meeting, it was

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT:
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41.

42,

43.

44.

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 26 September 2022 be taken as
read, confirmed and signed.

ACTION LIST ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

There was no Action List arising from the previous meeting.

PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS AND QUESTIONS

Upon an urgent question being raised by Councillor G A Boulter, the Chair requested that
the Chief Executive write to the Boundary Commission for England before 5 December
2022 as part of the final consultation on the revised proposals under the 2023 Review of
Parliamentary Constituencies to advocate on behalf of the Council for the re-naming of the
constituency from ‘Harborough’ to *Harborough, Oadby and Wigston'.

THIRD SECTOR AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUNDING REQUESTS

The Committee gave consideration to the report and appendix (as set out at pages 10 —
23 of the agenda reports pack) which informed it about the range of funding applications
received during the August 2022 cycle of Residents’ Forums seeking Members’ approval.

Whilst the Committee was, in principle, in favour of the funding request in relation to the
Paddling and Wellbeing Hub in Kilby Bridge, Members did request that, going forward, the
process for funding requests for Borough-wide projects be reviewed in conjunction with
the Terms of Reference for the three Residents’ Forums.

It was moved by Councillor J W Boyce, seconded by Councillor K J Loydall and
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT:

Funding for the project identified in the report be approved and met from the
appropriate central Community and Wellbeing Fund (as amended).

In relation to a question raised by Councillor G A Boulter, the Committee requested that
the Jubilee Tree intended for Elizabeth Court in Wigston be procured as soon as
reasonably possible to allow for seasonal planting, subject to a report being brought back
to a subsequent meeting of the Committee for retrospective approval.

CONTRACT EXEMPTION AND SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET REQUEST

The Committee gave consideration to the report and appendix (as set out at pages 24 -
26 of the agenda reports pack) which requested its approval for a contract exemption in
relation to a contract for the Revenues and Benefits processing software and an associated
capital supplementary estimate.

The Committee was advised that reference in the report to the ‘EU Threshold’ was
applicable and correct for the time being as the relevant EU-originated procurement rules
had been adopted into UK law by national legislation following Brexit.

The Committee was further advised that, notwithstanding the cost implications arising
from the proposed contract exemption, the Council’s withdrawal from the IT Partnership
earlier in the year had realised other benefits in terms of service flexibility and autonomy
which were also relevant and equal considerations.
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It was moved by Councillor J W Boyce, seconded by the Chair and
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT:

(i) The contents of the report be noted;

(ii) The contract exemption (as set out at paragraph 4.1 of report) be
approved;

(iii) The capital supplementary estimate (as set out in paragraph 3.2 of the
report) be approved.

45. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

By affirmation of the meeting, it was
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT:

The press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting in
accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 (Exempt
Information) during consideration of the item(s) below on the grounds that it
involved the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the
respective paragraphs 1 and 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act and, in all
the circumstances, the public interest in maintaining the exempt item(s)
outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information.

46. BUDGET PROPOSALS (2023/24) (EXEMPT)

The Committee gave consideration to the exempt report and appendix (as set out at pages

27 — 66 of the private agenda reports pack) which asked it to provide comments on the

early Budget Proposals and Scale of Fees and Charges for 2023/24.

Councillors F S Broadley and Mrs L M Broadley left the Council Chamber at 8:21 pm.

By affirmation of the meeting, it was

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT:

(i) The position and progress at this stage in the budget setting process be
noted; and

(i) Comments on the proposals and proposed indicative Scale of Fees and

Charges and other considerations to be taken forward as part of
developing the draft 2023 /24 budget were provided accordingly.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 8.29 pm

&5

Chair / Vice-Chair

Tuesday, 6 December 2022

Printed and published by Democratic Services, Oadby and Wigston Borough Council, Council
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